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United States, through 
or OH Intelligence Agency 

u otherwise, directly Involved in the 
cvcins that led to the bloody coup d'etat 
ifJ Cli/Je last Sept 11? 

Aetiici involvemont h, thg 
^croluhon that ousted the late President 
o.dvndor AlJeude Gossens, a Socialist, 

I suspicions have persisted that 


C/ JU X , I / • , - . . 

. — ^ V/ ^ X ^ x> jn J.V 


fe, but it also helps in understanding 
■ind leconstructing the admlnlstratfon’s 
)Mwc policy of bringing about AHende’s 
tall one ^ay or another. 

CIA^! “m only that the 

CIAs estimate of the number'of vlc- 

Ums Of the military government's i 

Piomon IS four times the official San- 
^ago figures but that lire United States, 

<1 effect, condones mass executions P 

tirSpiTi" *“ “ 

;= £ 

lector, Willian E. Colbv. nnu “ I'nancral negotiationn 


oil lnt..Am7ri;rn“^^^^ 

ihS’ Uivis’*" I'federlck 

»»* ss' jy;’'„£“r.»s 

in the inteliigonee community 
tins extensive testimony toucim. 


7n Agency luvolvemen 

ini” sio^: 

acting on tlio basis or n. ■^’ 

on tho «M * . “ 'i® “"’n reports 

11 the dutonoration" of the riiiionr. 

"■ 2“£«.S,. 


settlement on the compensations to be 
paid for naionalbed American property 
and a renegotiation of Chile’s $1.7 wi. 
lion debt to the United States. 

A No«IIoIp Policy 

A ertfALLY, the basic U,.S. posture 

Ueniy A. Kissmger, 'then the y/hjto 
airitv istnnt for national se- 

for th ''‘I ^ iiackgrolind btiefiny 

foi the press m Chicago on , Sept. 1(5 inso’ 
days after Allcnde won a plurhUtv in 
the elections and awaited a rim-off votn 
111 Congress. Kissinger said tE Ju" ■ 

4 ,t in Chile and that 

ioiuSrEmS.'' 

fl Amende govcramont-^WBnMnir^ 

SrnXm international 

insLlutonB— to aggravate Chile’s cco- 

nomc situation when ALIcndo himself 

St m'I,!" “""i” ■ 

mont of his own. Tlie oilier line was 
the supportive CIA activity to ncceierato 
liiG economic crisis and tlit-rcby ciicoui’. 

kterxisr^'^p’^ to Alleiido’s 

1OR00OMOO5SO38-^^"^'' tevciimient 

See CIA, 1 ’a.a, 
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CIA, From Page Cl 

Tlio only exception to the han on 
credits was the sale of military equip- 
ment to the Chilean armed forces— 
Including the decision last Juno B to- 
icU aiUe F-5E jet figliter pUmes — 
presumably to signal United Statot sup- , 
port for the military. Colby’s testtmony 
a* well as other Information showed 
that the United States had maintained 
close contacts with the Chilean mlUtary 
after Allende’s election. 

The Nixon administration’s firm re- 
fusal to help Chile, even on humani- 
tarian grounds, was, emphasized about 
a week before the military coup when^ 
it tux*ncd down Santiago’s request for 
credits to buy 300,000 tons of wheat 
here at a time when the Chileans had 
run out of foreign currency and broad 
phorlagea were developing. 

Ou Oct. 5, however, the new military 
junta was granted $24.5 million In 
wheat credits after the White House 
overruled State Department objections. 
The department’s Bureau of Inter- 
American Affairs reportedly believed 
that such a gesture was premature and 
could be politically embarrassing. 

An “Unforluiiato” Coup 
■^PARADOXICALLY, Washington had 
R. not hoped for the kind of bloody 

military takeover that occurred on Sept. 
11- For political reasons, it preferred 
a gradual destruction from within of 
the Chilean economy so that the Al- 
hnido regime would collapse of its own 
wclfght. The CIA’s role, It appeared, 
was to help quicken this process. 

questioning by Rep* Michael 
J. Hanington (D-Mass.), Colby thus 
testified that tho CIA’s ^^appreciat ion*’, 
of tiio Chilean economy m s thatj ’’it 
was on a declining plana on the eco- 
noinic gi’ound in terms of internal eco- 
--iiiomic problems — inflation^ with 320 
pec cent inflation in one year, the clos- 
lure of the copper mines, and so forth, 
yonr total foreign deficit was more 
than tho need for it. They couldn’t Im- 
port the food because their deficit v/a« 
such that over the long term they had 
no base for It.” Elsewhere In his testi- 
inony, Colby said that the CIA reported 
“accurately an overall assessment of 
deterioration” and that with tho Chilean 
navy pushing for a coup, it was only a 
question of tlmo before it came. 


I But Colby also told the subcommlttea 
I that F our assessment was it might bo 
I 1 unfortunate If a coup took place. Tho 
■National Security Council policy was 
it is consistent with tho feeling it 
I is not in the United States Interest to 
t gromoto It.” Ho made tlib comment 
after Rep. Charles W, Whalen (R-Ohio) 
asked Colby whether ho agreed with 
earlier testimony by Jack Kubisch, tha 
assistant secretary of stato for Inter- 
' American affairs, that tho admlnistra- • 
tiou believed that “it would bo adveroo 
to our own United States interest If tho 
government of Chilo were overthrown,” 
Ibis theme was further developed In 
a letter on Oct 8 from Richard A. Fagen, 
professor of poHtlcai science at Staiv 
ford University, to Sen. J. William Ful- 
bright, chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee,' reporting on a 
meeting between Kubisch and a group 
B of scholars representing the Latin Amer- 
ican Studies Association. 

Fagen said that Kubisch took the view 
that “it was not in our interest to have 
the military taka over in Chile. It 
would have been better had Allende 
served liis entire term taking the na- 
tion and tho Chilean people into com- :* 
plcte and total ruin. Only then would 
, the full discrediting of socialism have 
taken place. Only then lyould people 
have gotten the message that socialism 
doesn’t work. What has happened has 
. confused tills lesson,” 

Indicatloji’^ of Supporl 
/COLBY’S TESTIMONY on the CIA's 
activities in Chile BUppUed a con- . 
siderable amount of new information, 
gome of it contradictory, under vigor- 
ous qucustioning by the subcommittee, 
r Thus at one point Colby uaid that "I 

1 can make a clear statement that cer- 

1 tainly CIA bad no connection with tho 
^oup Itself, with the military coup. We 
tY support it, we didn’t stimulate 

j Ifc. wo didn’t bring it about in any way.. 
We obviously had some Intelligence 
coverage over tho various moves being 
made but we were quite meticulous in 
maldng sure there was no indication of 
encouragement from our side.” 

— ^ Colby also Insisted that the CIA was . 
lot Involved with tho prolonged strike 
ly Chilean truckers that preceded the 
} c oup. 

But pressed by Rep. Hairlngton,' Colby 
acknowledged that the CIA may havo 
assisted certain onti-Allendo demon- 
sti’ations. Tho following discussion 
ensued; 


'i WL r j 


I STATINTL 


jTATINTL 
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Szulc Article Transcript 

STAT 


IIAERINC.TON: Did tlio CIA, directly 
or liidh-sctly, assist these demonatra- 
(ioiui throiirili tlio uno ol subsidiaries ol 
United States corporations In Brazil or 
ollior i.,atiii American countries? 

COLBY: I think I have said that tho 
CIA did not assist the trucking striko. 

HARRINGTON: I think It's a broader, 
and more intentionally broader, ques- 
tion— any of the demonstrations that 
are referred to in the corn’s© of this 
questioning. ' 

COLBY: I am not quita sure of tlia 
scope of that question. 

HARRINGTON; I make specific ref- 
erence to two, one, in the October pe- 
riod of 1972 and one in March of 1973. 


STAT 


COLBY: I would ratlicr not answer the* 
<liie.slion than give you an a.s.surancQ and 
be wrong, frankly. I would rather not. 
If wo did, I don’t want to bo In a posi- 
tion. of .saying we dtdn't. But if wo 
didn’t, I really don’t mind saying I 


won’t reply because it doesn’t hurt. But 
I don’t want to b® in a position of giv- 
ing you a falsa answer. Thereforo, I 
think I better just not answer that, al- 
though I frankly don’t Imow the an- 
swer to that quesion right hero as I 
sit hero. " 
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‘^A Covci't Opcralioii’’' 
rilHOUGH COLBY comhlanily xe- 
A fused to toll th« flubcomirltteo 
whether the CIA’a opei'atiom? In Chile 
had heen authorized by tho '*40 Com-* 
mittee/' the top secret sroup lieaded 
by Kissinger in the National Security 
Council that approve.% clandestino In- 
telligence operations, he etiraUted that STATINTL 

*\VQ have had • . . , 


various relationships 
over tho years in Chile with vaiious 
groups. In some casea this was approved 
by tho National Security Council and It 
has meant oonio aasijdanco to them. 
That has not fallen into tho category 
wo nro talking about hero the turbu- 
lence or tho miliary coup.” 

previous testimony before a fieti- 
nta subcdmmltteo, former CIA Director 
Kichard Helms discioped that tho CIA 

earmarked $400,000 to support anti- 

AUendo news media riioilly beforo his 
election. Ihls was authorized by tJio 
"40 Con?mittoo” at a moethig in June, 
1070. Colby, however, rexur^ed to say 
whether this effort, was fiu-b;:enii Mitly 
maintained, claiming that . -.^^cy 


of UJA operations had to bo protected. 
Ho then becamo engaged in this ex- 
change with Harrington: 
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COLBYi That doet go preciaoly on 
to what wo wero operating ^nd what 
our operation* were, I would prefer to 
leave that out of this particular re- 
port . • . 


HARRINGTON: I think wo havo run 
exactly Into what makes this a purpose- 
less kind of exercise * * • 

COLBY: If I might comment, the pre- 
sumption under which we conduct this 
type of operation is that it is a covert 
operation and that the United States 
hand is not to show. For that reason ‘ 
we in tho executive branch restrict any 
knowledge of this type of operation 
veiy Beverely and conijucf procedures 
so that very few people learn of any 
type of operation of this nature. 

HARRINGTON: And we end up with 
a situation such as at Sept 11 because 
you have a cozy arrangement. 

Corporate Cooperation 

O N THE QUESTION of suppoii; to 
anti-Allendo forces by United 
States or Brazilian corporations, Colby 
and Davifi gave equivocal answers to , 
the subcommittee. Colby said, *T am 
not sur<a.” Davis isaid, 'T have no evi- 
dence us to that/* but Colby interrupted 
him to remark that ‘T wouldn’t exclude 
it. Frankly, I don’t know of any. How- 
ever, I could not say it didn’t happen.” 

Suheommitteo members pursued at 
pomo length the possible involvement 
by American corporations in the Chilean 
coup because of previous disclosures 
that the International Telephone and 
Telegraph Corp. had offered tho CIA 
$1 million in 1970 to prevent Allcnde’s 
election and subsequently proposed a 
detailed plan to plunge Chile into eco- 
nomic chaos. 


STATINTL 
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aiibcommitteo chairman, raised the ques- 
tion of involvement by Brazilian or 
other Latin American corporations, 
many of them subsidiaries of United 
States firms, because of reports that the 
anti-Allende moves were widely coor- 
dinated. Speaking for the CIA, Davis 
replied: 

“There is some evidence of coopera- 
tion between business groups in Brazil 
and Chile. However, this Is a small share 
of the financial support. Most of the 
support was Internal, There is some 


funding and cooperation among groups 
with similar outlooks in other Latin 
American countries. This Is true with 
regard to most of tJioso governments 


STATINTL 


STATINTL 


P*yts; I was not thinking so much of 
companies or firms so much as groups, 
organizations ol businessmen, chambors 
of commerce, and that kind of thing 
In a country such as Brazil.” 

Discussing the CIA’s Intelligence op- 
erations In Chile, Colby said h« “would 
assume” that the Agency had contacts 
•with Chileans opposed to Allcnde. 

Asked by Hanlngton whether the CIA 
maintained such contacts In aoclal con- 
texts, Colby said: STATINTL 


STATINTL 

“If a gentleman tallc* to us under th» 

aRsurance ho vdll not be revealed, which 

can bo dangerous In aomo countries, it 
could have been very dangoroui for 
those in Chile , . , 
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tho protoclion oS. 
thnt relfttioashli), rolntlouslilp 

•with tho Individual, requires that I ha, 

^ . very i-cstrlctivo ci that Idnd oX inXor- 
mation.” 


STATINTL 


Then th^a iollowin^ dialogue dovel* ' 
'"opedj 

1 FASCELL: Is it reasonable to assume 
hat tho Agency .haa pcnctatcd all o£ 
tha political parties in Chilo? 


COIiBYi X wish I could cay yea. I 
cannot assui’o you all, hecauso wo get 
into flojno fiplintors. 


h^ASClIlLLi Major? 

COI/BYj I tidnlt wo havo an IntolU- 
gonco coverage ci most ol thorn. Lot’a 
put it that way. 

, i^'ASCELLri Is that standard operat- 
ing proccduro? 


COLBVTi It depends on tho couiitiy. 
For a country ol the impoi'tanco Chilo 
to the United States' declDion-inaJdng, 
wo would try to got m inside picture of 
v/hat ia going on there. I can think oX 
a lot of countries whero wo really don’t 
fipend much tlmo worrying about their 
political parties. I spend much o£ my 
tirno worrying about penetrating tho 
/ Comm\inist Party of tho Soviet Union. 


TiiO Ec0140JiSi<3 Solo ^ 

OF THK MOST intriguing dis^ 
closures mado by Colby in bio too- 
llniony wajj tJiat tho CIA is- actively en- 
gaged in economic nogotlationa between 
Q-|- * -Pl|. |-PI tho United States and foreign coun- 
o I A MN I L tries. This has not been generally known 

n hcro, but Colby told tho subcorinnittco 
that ‘*wo would normally conMbufco to 
(a) negotiating team.*' 


STATINTL 


XIo said that “wo would try to pro- 
vide them IniolHgenco as backdrop for 
their negotiations and fa'ineCiinca Jiclp i 
them with appreciation of nio ^>ro))- • 
Jem... ^ ’ 
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Wo follow tlio clay-tixlay pro,^- 
res3 In negotiation^. If it^a an import- 
ant ecouomio no^rotiatlon, lil:o (Trcr.ii- 
iiry) Secretary Shultz 'over in Nairobi 
and place® liho tliat, wo would bo in- 
formed of vdiat they ara doing and try . 

STATINTL to help them/' 

In tiio coiitext of tho Chile an- Amcrl- 

■ can negotiations before tho coup, tho 

CIA's Davis naid that 


"wo (lid havo 
somo quite rcliablo reporting at tho 
time indicating that tho Kussians v/cro 
advi'dng AlleiulQ Lo put his rolationa 
with tho United States in order, if not 
■ to settle compensation, at least to reach 
some sort of acooinnjodatiou which 
would caso tho strain between tlio two 
countries. Tbero wero reportn iudkat- 
ing that, unllko tho' Cubans, tlioy wero 
in effect trying to rnovo Alloudo to- 
ward a comprouilno agreement , * , 


STATINTL 
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Davis added that ‘'our intelligenco 
requirement in the negotiations be- 
tween the United States and Chile 
would be to try to find out, through 
oiir sources, what their reactions to a 


negotiating sevS>sion wore, whnt thei-? 
reading of our position M'as, what their 
assessment of the state of negotiations 

STATINTLs/‘ 


In his narration of the events leading 
to the coup^ Colby said that ‘‘under th-9 
general deterioration, It wa» only ffi 
matter of getting the Army, the Navy 
and the Air Force to cover It. F>veriti> 


ally they did get them all in." Colby 
Uhen compared the Chilean coup to tho 
|l9G7 Indonesian revolution, reputedly 


assisted by the CIA, when tho army. 


STATINTLuisted president Sukarno. IIo said tho 


fciA shared the suspicions of tho Chlh . 
^can military that Allenclo was pkn- 
Jning a coup of his own on Sept. 19 to 


I neutralize tho armed forces, but said 
Hhe CIA had no firm information con- ' 
jflrmlng these susplclona. 


‘‘Conccra Over Sccurily’’ 

T hroughout his testimony, Coiby 
dreiw a grim picturo of the Junta’s 
repression and, in effect, predicted that 
it would worsen even more because of 
the continued strength of the Chd^vni 


left. His estimates of the death toll 
were roughly four times th^ figiirea 
announced by the junta arvd ho told tl>® 
subcommittee that the Chilean milltai'y 
had a list of the “most wanted” Allende 
STATIN'Pb.ll^'vera whom they hoped to find and 
possibly execute. 

I I “Communist Party chief Luis Cor- 

I 1 valan Is being or will be tried for 

treason. He may well be sentenced to 
death regardless of the effect on Inter- 
national opinion, ”A)i>tlvoAA6d fat Release 2003/12/02 : CIA-RDP75B00380R000200050038-8 

formatioa led to this exchangei 



STATIN 

TL 
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I WHALEN': You mentioned tho3« 

* being accused of treason. Did tlieso a^ 
legediy treasonable activities occur afte? 
the takeover by tlie military? 

COLBY: I thlnlc what I referred to ; 
was the head of the Communist Party ; 
who would probably bo tried for 
treason. 

Ho would probably bo tried for 
treason. He would probably be tried 
for activities prior to the takeover. You 
can have somo question as to how valid 
that is In a constitutional legal sense* 

There have been some who have been 
accused 'Of it since the takeover. 

WHALEN: That confuses me. If ho is 
tried for treason against a government , 

[he] supported, I cannot understand 
that. 


COLBYi You are right. 

O I A MN I This was Colby’s assessment of th® 

L present situation: 

“Armed opposition now appears to 
be confined to sporadic, isolated at- 
tacks on security forces, but the reglma 
believes that the left is regrouping for 
coordinated sabotage and guerrilla 
activity. The government probably is 
right in believing that its opponents 
have not been fully noutralizod. Our 
reports indicate that the extremist 
movement of tho Revolutionary I*e{t 
believes its assets have not been 
damaged beyond repair. It wants to 
launch anti-goveimment activity at 
soon practical and is working to 
form a united front of leftist opposition 
parties. Other leftist gi'oups, including 
the Communist and Socialist parties, 
are In disarray, but they have not been 
destroyed. Exiled supporters of the oust- 
ed government are organizing abroad, 
namely in Rome.” . 

|_ Colby told the subcommittee that 

“concern over security undoubtedly in 
what accounts for tho Junta’s contin- 
ued use of harsh measures to deal v;ith 
the dissidents. The military leaders ap- 
parently are willing to alienate some 
support at home and endure a bnd 
press abroad, in order to consolidate 
their hold on the country and finish 
the job of rooting out Marxist influ- 

I* 

qj A j|Ki-|-| Clmiice of War” 

O I M I MN I L „ tiie present situation, 

Colby said: 

“Armed rcsislers contlnuQ to Jia 
executed where they ere found, end r 
number of prisoners havo been shot, 
supposedly while ‘trying to escape/ 
Such deaths probably number 200 or 
more, ... 


STATINTL 


SlATINTL 
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, Several thousand peoph rft- i 
main under arrest, including hlgh-ra irk- 
ing officials of the Allende fiovern- 
meat.’* 

Answering questions, Colby agref4 
that the CIA^s figure of more than 200 
executions was higher than the junta*» 
official estimate. He added thatf^her® 
^"were a couple thousand, at least, kill* 
ed during the fighting which surround-^ 
ed the coup. It is quite possible that IC 
you went to a city morgue you would ' 
find that number. The official figure of 
'iOtotal killed is 47G civilians and S7 troopi 
to a total of 513, We would w* 

would estimate, it is betv/een 2,000 and 
3,000 killed during the struggles. That 
would not be in my classification an 
execution 


STATINTL 


Some of tho3o were fihot 
down. There Is no question about tliat. 
They are not just bystanderi , . 


STATINTL 
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STATINTL 

□ “I think our appreciation is that it 
does them some good . , . 



The junta, 

their concern is whether they coiiid 
take this action taking over tho 
government and not generato a roal 
civil war, which was the real chanco 
because the Allendo supportora were 
fairly activist. There wero armies In 
the country. There was at least a good 
chance of a real civil war occurring ai 
a result of this coup,'' Colby said. 

Asked whether civil war remaned a 
possibility, Colby replied t hatp Tt was. 
It's obviously declining, but it waft a 
real possibility. Yes, I tliink it is a real 
possibility. Whether it's a certainty or 
not la not at all sure.” 


STATINTL 
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